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Wantagh Middle School faculty and parents joined in 
celebrating the advancement of 229 eighth grade students, who 
will meet more rigorous academic challenges upon entrance into 
high school, during the annual Crossing-Over Ceremony held 
on June 7 at the high school.   

Principal Dawn Matrochano encouraged the students to take 
a break to reflect on those who helped them along the way. 

“Life is not a race, but a journey,” she said. “Make every 
second count.”

After Ava Kornbluth led the Pledge of Allegiance, graduates 
Evan Thole, Kylie Masterson and Ryan Arbeit reflected on 
memories during grades 6-8, respectively. Graduate Noah 
Corwin said as Wantagh Warriors, his peers are ready for the 
challenges of high school if they remain courageous, disciplined 
and demonstrate honor. 

“Be a warrior,” Noah said.
After the celebratory speeches concluded, Assistant Principal 

Dr. Stephanie Scolieri called the students one by one to the 
podium to receive a certificate of completion, handed out by 
members of the Board of Education and administration. After 
the ceremony, the students attended a dance in the middle 
school auditorium themed “Under the Stars.”

Forest Lake, Mandalay and Wantagh elementary fifth graders marked 
an important academic milestone as they attended individual moving-
up ceremonies held in the high school auditorium. Each celebration was 
punctuated with photo montages and video presentations, as well as 
special musical performances that added to the sentimental occasions. 

Principals Dr. Randee Bonagura, Anthony Ciuffo and Marie 
Pisicchio congratulated the students on this momentous academic 
accomplishment and assured them that they are ready and prepared for 
the challenges they will meet in middle school. During her address to 
students, Ms. Pissichio encouraged the students to get into the habit of 
moving forward and challenging their fears.

Upon conclusion of the ceremonies, the graduates joined their peers 
and family members in the cafeteria for refreshments, at which time 
they thanked their teachers and said goodbye to classmates until the fall.

Ready for High School’s 
Academic Challenges

Class of 2026 
Prepares for Middle School
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Having acquired the highest GPA in her class, Samantha 
earned New York State’s highest diploma, the Advanced 
Regents Diploma with Honors. Other accolades include 
being designated as a National Merit Scholarship winner 
and the recipient of the Superintendent’s Excelsior Award for 
Achievement and Dedication. Her tenacity and dedication 
to academics has also earned her awards for achievement 
and excellence in chemistry, social studies, science and 
mathematics.  

  Samantha was named an Advanced Placement Scholar 
with Honors and a recipient of the Oberlin College Book 
Award for excellence in science. She is treasurer of the 
National Honor Society and a member of both the National 
World Language Honor Society and National Science Honor 
Society. In addition to playing varsity tennis and badminton, 
Samantha participates in extracurricular activities as treasurer 
of the Science Olympiad team, a member of the Class of 2019 
organization and as a peer leader.

Samantha is driven to help others who cannot help 
themselves. She has worked as a summer camp counselor at 
Camp Achieve with children and adults with autism. She 
also assists with her family’s annual Haunted House Charity 
project to benefit such organizations as the International Red 
Cross, the Make-a-Wish Foundation and UNICEF.

Assistant Superintendent of Instruction Dr. Marc Ferris 
called Samantha “humble” and uninterested in talking about 
her awards and accolades. “Samantha is the kind of person 
who is going to make an impact on our world and an impact 
on the people around her.” Dr. Ferris noted. “Samantha 
gives everything to the work in front of her, a true Wantagh 
Warrior.”    

In addition to earning New York State’s highest diploma, 
the Advanced Regents Diploma with Honors with Mastery in 
Mathematics and Science, Andriana also earned the prestigious 
AP Capstone diploma. Her transcript contains perfect or near-
perfect scores on 12 Regents exams; in 12 Honors, four college-
level and 11 Advanced Placement courses; and a perfect score of 
800 on the math SAT.  

Andriana is an AP Scholar with Honors and was distinguished 
as a National Merit Scholarship Commended Student. As 
a junior she received the Rensselaer Medal for excellence in 
mathematics and science from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. 
She is a member of the National Art Honor Society, the National 
Honor Society and the National World Language Honor Society. 
She serves as co-president of the National Honor Society, was 
co-president of the International Outreach Club, president of 
Science Olympiad and president of the Olympics of the Visual 
Arts. 

A gifted graphic artist, Andriana’s artwork garnered first place 
in graphic design during the Olympics of the Visual Arts New 
York State competition. She volunteers as a freelance graphic 
designer, is a volunteer at Wee Friends Nursery School and is a 
classroom aide at Creating Keys, a program for teens and adults 
with special needs. Andriana’s first language is Greek.

“Andriana’s academic achievement and intellectual curiosity are 
described by her teachers as remarkable, with a tireless desire to 
search, to question, to learn and to apply what she has learned,” 
Wantagh High School Assistant Principal James Brown said. 
“With unparalleled self-motivation, she is driven to master each 
subject, never afraid to offer a viewpoint from her always-unique 
perspective, yet her kind nature and genuine humility are never 
compromised in the process.”

Valedictorian 
Samantha Minars
Weighted GPA – 106.7
Brown University – Biomedical Engineering

Salutatorian 
Andriana Patmanidis
Weighted GPA – 106.2
Boston College – Biology as a Pre-Med Major



The district’s 64th annual commencement exercises took 
place on Lawrence Field on June 14, as 242 graduates 
processed to their seats as the high school band, under 
the baton of director Danilo Aviles, played “Pomp and 
Circumstance.”

After a presentation of colors by Kate Padgett, Anthony 
Piergiovanni and Matthew Rogers and a flag salute by 
General Organization co-presidents Kathleen Browne and 
Melanie Volz, senior student conductors Katherine Proscia 
and James Seaman led the band for the last time during the 
playing of the national anthem. 

In her welcome address, High School Principal Carolyn 
Breivogel extended a warm welcome to the Class of 2019 
and their guests and explained that the graduates’ kindness, 
courteous nature and humble attitudes make 
them a graduating class like no other. She also 
encouraged them to set goals, take chances, 
have self-respect, love who they are and be 
risk-takers.   

Superintendent of Schools John C. 
McNamara told the graduates that the 
class’s strength and character will be their 
“ultimate legacy.” 

“Your strength of character and inner 
voice will guide you,” he said. “Be strong 
and make life count.”

Board of Education President Peter 
Mountanos asked the question, what 
do you want to do with your future?

“Don’t focus on the status quo, but 
focus on the difference you are going 
to make,” he said.

Wantagh Dollars for Scholars 
Scholarship Fund President 
Gerald McCrink then presented 
12 graduates with scholarships, 
thus continuing the tradition of 
honoring educational 
excellence.  

Salutatorian 
Andriana Patmanidis 
then took the podium, 
where she touted the 
importance of family and 
family values. 

Legacy of Strength and Character
Class of 2019 Leaves 

Diplomas granted: 239
Graduation rate: 98.35% 
Students attending higher education: 236

Total Advanced Regents Diplomas with Honors: 44

Total Advanced Regents Diplomas: 130

Total Regents Diplomas with Honors: 1

Total Regents Diplomas: 234
Approximate Scholarships Awarded: approximately $2  

million

Wantagh Dollars for Scholars Recipients: Kathleen 

Browne, Thomas Garvey, Amanda Gray, Michael 

Kearney, Angela Labenberg, Jillian Laino, Dylan 

Loiacono, Erika Meagher, Thomas Moran, Eric Sedig, 

Matthew Soethout and Kaitlyn Steele

Class of 2019 Spotlight
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courteous nature and humble attitudes make 
them a graduating class like no other. She also 
encouraged them to set goals, take chances, 
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Superintendent of Schools John C. 
McNamara told the graduates that the 
class’s strength and character will be their 
“ultimate legacy.” 

“Your strength of character and inner 
voice will guide you,” he said. “Be strong 
and make life count.”

Board of Education President Peter 
Mountanos asked the question, what 
do you want to do with your future?

“Don’t focus on the status quo, but 
focus on the difference you are going 
to make,” he said.

Wantagh Dollars for Scholars 
Scholarship Fund President 
Gerald McCrink then presented 
12 graduates with scholarships, 
thus continuing the tradition of 
honoring educational 
excellence.  

Salutatorian 
Andriana Patmanidis 
then took the podium, 
where she touted the 
importance of family and 
family values. 

“The strength of family will always defy the odds,” 
Andriana said. 

Valedictorian Samantha Minars told her peers that 
they can rewrite the history of their generation through 
community service and helping others. 

“Continue to be an active member of the community,” 
Samantha said.

After Mr. McNamara and Mr. Mountanos certified that 
the seniors had met the standards for graduation, they 
were called to the podium one by one to receive a medal 
and their diplomas, marking their becoming alumni of 
the Wantagh School District. The Board of Education, 
administration and faculty extend best wishes of happiness 
and success to the Class of 2019.
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